[Depressive disorders in children and adolescents].
Depressive disorders in children and adolescents are widespread, cause a strong impairment in everyday life and are of great risk for further development. This paper gives an overview on the symptomatology, epidemiology, comorbid disorders and the further course of the disorder. Etiologic factors are presented and empiric studies concerning the treatment of depressive disorders in children and adolescents are summarized. Based on the empirical evidence and clinical experience suggestions for the treatment are provided.